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‘New regs have ’em reeling

m Captains of party
boats on LI say
allowing them to bid
for bigger fluke take
will keep them ‘viable'
BY JENNIFER SMITH

jennifer.smith@newsday.com

Paul Risi, one of 17 captains from
Captree Boat Basin who pooled
their money to buy an additional
20,000 pound-allotment of fluke.
“We always depended on the
longer season,” he said. “You
pay your bills in June, July and
August.”

This year marks the first time
that “there’s been a noticeable
participation” from the recre-

Should party boat
operators have to
pay for the right to fish
off Long Island?

Under a federally run pro-
gram, 21 Long Island party and
charter boat captains will be able
to fish for summer flounder
even when that popular fishery
is closed to regular anglers.

The boat operators are tak-
ing advantage of a special feder-
al auction that sells off a small
percentage of the coastal sum-
mer flounder quota — with the
proceeds going to pay for fish-
eries research.

The auction usually has been
the province of commercial
fishermen. But yesterday, state
environmental officials an-
nounced that for-hire boats
who bought into the “Research
Set-Aside” program would be
able to catch summer flounder
all year — even during the mid-
season closure that will shut
down the already truncated
2009 season from June 16 to
July 3.

The decision comes as New
York’s recreational anglers — in-
cluding those who run charter
and party boats — face the strict-
est regulations yet on summer
flounder, also known as fluke.

“It’s a way to remain viable,”

ational side, said Department of
Environmental = Conservation
spokesman Yancey Roy.

The program was set up in the
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late 1990s to help pay for fisher-
ies research beyond that already
done by the National Marine
Fisheries Service. Up to 3 per-
cent of the total coastwide catch
for a species can be auctioned
off, with the proceeds going to
projects vetted by the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, which regulates
fisheries.

Those who wish to bid must
pay a fee to the National Fisher-
ies Institute, a commercial fish-
ing industry group that distrib-
utes the allocations.

The interest by New York for-
hire boats in the program is a re-
sult of increasingly restrictive
regulations on when anglers can
catch fluke, and the size and
number of fish they may keep.

The DEC decided to allow the
21 party and charter boats to fish
during the midseason closure
after NMFS agreed that fluke
caught as part of that program
would not count against New
York’s annual quota.

From dirt to seats,
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Jerry Calandrino fishes at Captree State Park. DEC officials announced a new program that
will allow for-hire boats to catch fluke year-round.

Yankees’ park on sale

BY NEIL BEST

neil.best@newsday.com

The old Yankee Stadium went on
sale yesterday, opening a process de-
signed to turn memories into money
— at least enough to cover removal
costs and the $11.5 million the Yankees
paid the city for the privilege.

“Sports will never see such a venue
again,” Yankees chief operating officer
Lonn Trost said at the new stadium,
during a news conference full of nostal-
gic references to the deteriorat-
ing building across the street.

So, what is available?

A dizzying array of items, and
more to be rolled out over time
through Yankee-Steiner Collect-
ibles, from freeze-dried grass to
various “dirt products” to foul
poles to pieces of the facade to a section
of the wall down the leftfield line that
Derek Jeter once fell over to pursue a
pop-up against the Red Sox.

“Our goal is to save as much as we
can,” said Brandon Steiner, whose firm
will conduct the sale. “People can laugh
about the dirt and laugh about the brick,
but those are memories we can savor.”

Some items are for sale at a fixed
price, such as pairs of generic seats for
$1,499 and $1,999 a pair for seats from a
specific season-ticket holder’s location.

There also are $749
“commemorative” seats in which odd
bottoms and backs are assembled with
new iron arms.

Other items will be auctioned —
closing July 26 at Steinersports.com —
including items whose values are diffi-
cult to assess.

Some items are informally spoken
for by well-connected people, such
as No. 2 himself. Steiner said Jeter
does not have the famous sign with
Joe DiMaggio’s quote, “I want to
thank the Good Lord for mak-
ing me a Yankee.”

He made it clear, though,
that Jeter will have it eventual-
ly. “We’ll work something
out,” he said.

Steiner said he is “sensitive”
to the realities of the recession
and will offer many modestly priced
items.

It has been seven months since sell-
able memorabilia was removed from
Shea. The Yankees have spent much of
that time negotiating with city officials.

At Shea, the city kept 70 percent of
proceeds, so far worth an estimated $3.5
million, and the Mets kept 30 percent.

The Yankees’ sale is structured differ-
ently, with the city receiving a flat fee.

Trost said the dismantling of the old
stadium may begin next month.

Memorabilia from Yankee Stadium
will be sold via fixed sales and auc-
tions, at www.steinersports.com, or
by calling 800-759-SCORE.

A sampling of some fixed-price

items for sale:

m Pair of stadium seats: $1,499

m Pair of seats for a specific season
ticket location: $1,999

m Seat fashioned from odd backs
and bottoms: $749

® Generic bleacher seat: $399 for
single, $699 for double

m Specific bleacher seat: $449
single, $749 double

m Freeze-dried grass: $80
m Sod, 1" x1": $120
m Sod, 2' x 2": $280

m Ceremonial monument park
bricks: $149

m Crystal containers with dirt: $80
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Should LI anglers be able to pay to avoid the fluke ban? Talk about it at newsday.com/local Q

to keep fishing -

Mate Casey Burchard about to throw back a small fluke
caught by Nick Bazzicalupo aboard the Island Princess.
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BY JENNIFER SMITH

jennifer.smith@newsday.com

Starting tomorrow and for the
next 2 V2 weeks, New York anglers
won’t be allowed to catch summer
flounder, the popular fish also
known as fluke that has long been a
major engine of Long Island’s recre-
ational fishing industry.

But not everyone’s cooling
their heels at the docks.

A select group of charter and
party boats have paid for the right
to take customers out fishing with-
out interruption — even during the
midseason closure intended to re-
duce New York’s fluke catch.

Faced with the state’s tightest-
ever recreational harvest restric-
tions, those boats are turning to an
unusual federal program that rais-
es money for fisheries research by
selling off a portion of the annual
catch, usually to commercial boats.

But to some who don’t partici-
pate, it looks more like a pay-to-
play arrangement that unfairly
privatizes a natural resource. And
others say the program gives cap-
tains incentive and opportunity
to cheat.

The Mid-Atlantic Research Set-
Aside Program also lends partici-
pants an economic edge — they
can fish out of season, when de-
mand is higher. Most buy the
extra fishing rights at an outside
auction run by the National Fish-
eries Institute, a seafood industry
trade group based in McLean, Va.

Boats buy quotas

Nearly two dozen for-hire
boats from Long Island bought re-
search quotas this year. For them,
those hauls of fish could be a life-
line for an industry staggered by
catch limits and high fuel prices.

“We could either let our custom-
ers go somewhere else, to some
other state when it’s closed ... or
say this is what I need to do to fish
for fluke,” said Mike Wasserman, a
Freeport party boat captain who
bid at the auction.

But some who didn’t buy in say
the program invites abuse.

“Nobody reports it,” said Jack
Passie, a Montauk charter boat
captain. “If the game warden isn’t
sitting at my dock and counting
every single fish, who’s going to
report it? That’s like reporting
yourself if you ran a red light.”

In the past two years the popu-
larity of the program has soared,

How it works

A SPECIAL PROGRAM allows some fishermen to fish for fluke even
during the moratorium that starts this week. The moratorium is de-
signed to prevent the state from exceeding its annual quota.

THE CAPTAINS PAY for access — in return, they get extra fish to
catch — and the money goes to fisheries research.

SOME CRITICS call it “privatizing” a public resource and are con-
cerned about cheating. Is the amount of fish being caught tracked well?

largely driven by demand from
New York fishermen, who face
stricter harvest limits on species
such as fluke than boats from
neighboring states.

Auction draws 116 boats

This year the auction drew 116
boats, mostly commercial. Of
those, 104 received exempted fish-
ing permits, more than double
the number in 2008, according to
the National Marine Fisheries Ser-
vice. The auction also drew
record participation from the rec-
reational industry, including the
party boat fleet.

State and federal regulators say
the Research Set-Aside program
produces valuable science that
helps fisheries officials manage
fish stocks better.

But the unprecedented burst of
participation also has led to grow-
ing pains.

With five marine officers to en-
force regulations in New York’s
sprawling marine district Bridge,
the state Department of Environ-
mental Conservation is concerned
that it relies too much on captains
to honestly report how much they
have caught and stop fishing when
their quota is filled.

The DEC’s Steve Heins said
some enforcement officers call
the exempted fishing permits a “li-
cense to steal.”

In their defense, commercial
fishermen say reporting require-
ments are the same as for their
regular fishing trips — a point
federal regulators echo.

Still, the DEC has opened an in-
vestigation and seized records
from one Montauk dock. “Suffice it
to say that we are looking to elimi-
nate cheaters from participation in
the program, and some people will
not be participating in the future,”
Heins said via e-mail.

The intense interest in this

year’s auction led to an unusual ar-
rangement at the DEC. To help pro-
cess the extra permits, a full-time
person was hired by the NFI’s sci-
entific monitoring committee —
which oversees the auction, Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension of Suf-
folk County. Classified by DEC as a
volunteer, the person is paid
$48,990 by the Extension, which
does some work for the agency.

Program set up in 2001

The Research Set-Aside pro-
gram was set up in 2001 by the
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Manage-
ment Council, which regulates
federal fisheries from New York
to North Carolina. Scientists are
granted a share of quota which
they can then sell to pay for their
projects. Some make arrange-
ments directly with the fishing
boats on which they do their re-
search. Others use the auction de-
vised by NFI’s scientific monitor-
ing committee to broker the fish.

Some have criticized the auc-
tion because bidders must pay an
annual membership fee to the
NFI committee that for most rang-
es from $500 to about $1,000. The
auction is a private arrangement
between NFI and those research-
ers who choose to use it, with no
government oversight.

Daniel Cohen, a seafood proces-
sor in New Jersey who helped de-
velop the auction, took pains to dis-
tinguish the 100-member commit-
tee — which focuses on fisheries re-
search — from its parent group.
The Institute advocates for the fish-
ing and seafood industry’s inter-
ests through lobbying and public
relations campaigns.

Cohen said the entry fees “do
not go to NFL,” but to support the
auction’s infrastructure, such as
the part-time salary of a Rutgers
University scientist who operates
it.
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How catch
pays for

research

The Mid-Atlantic Research
Set-Aside program uses fish to
pay for research. Sometimes,
the program allows boats to
fish during a closed season.

Here's how it works:

m Each year, 3 percent of the
annual catch for species such
as fluke, scup and squid is set
aside as research quotas.

m Researchers submit project
proposals to fisheries regula-
tors.

® The National Marine Fisher-
ies Service picks the projects
and issues the quota amounts
to researchers. They can then
either work directly with com-
mercial fishing boats, or they
can sell their quota share at an
auction run by the National
Fisheries Institute, a commer-
cial fishing trade group.

® The auction, conducted by
telephone, is open to commer-
cial and recreational boats, but
fishermen must pay dues to bid
on the fish. Dues range from
$500 to $2,000, depending on
the boat's income.

® A local group of Long Island
fishing captains recently sub-
mitted a successful bid for the
right to catch 20,000 pounds
of fluke at $3 per pound — or
$60,000. — JENNIFER SMITH

Summer flounder, or fluke, has
a major role in Long Island's
recreational fishing industry.

Buymg the rlght
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F|shermen work aboard a Noheast Area Monitoring and Assessment Program troll boat, which
monitors fish populations in the Atlantic Ocean between Cape Hatteras, N.C., and Cape Cod.

Their catch of the day is for research

BY JENNIFER SMITH

jennifer.smith@newsday.com

Seagulls shrieked overhead
as crew members emptied a
net plump with skates, blue-
fish and flounder onto the
deck of the fishing vessel
Darana R.

The gleaming fish weren’t
destined for Fulton Fish Mar-
ket. Instead, researchers with
the Virginia Institute of Ma-
rine Science counted,
weighed and measured them
before tossing them back into
the blue waters of Block Is-
land Sound.

The survey is part of an ef-
fort to sample fish and inverte-

brates such as lobster in coast-
al waters from Montauk to
Cape Hatteras, N.C. The data
will help fisheries managers
develop harvest limits.

With an estimated annual cost
of more than $800,000, the
project is the biggest yet for the
Mid-Atlantic Research  Set-
Aside program, which uses fish
to pay for research.

The program finances so-
called “cooperative research,”
where scientists work on com-
mercial boats whose skippers
historically have been skeptical
of the data that underlies the
catch limits they must obey.

“It’s a great way for scientists
and fishermen to cooperate,”

said Emerson Hasbrouck of Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension, who
has used RSA grants to study
summer flounder.

Some scientists make arrange-
ments with individual captains,
who use the research quota to
sell the fish they land as compen-
sation for their time and effort.

Others, such as Hasbrouck
and Chris Bonzek of the Virginia
Institute, pay for research by sell-
ing that quota to fishermen at an
auction set up by a seafood in-
dustry group.

Bonzek said his team could
never catch enough fish them-
selves to pay for the work.

“We're lucky to benefit from
the auction,” he said.
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Why fluke
season is

limited

This year's brief, two-part
season for recreational fluke
fishing follows years of re-
strictions as regulators try to
rebuild summer flounder
numbers.

THE SHUTDOWN. This year
the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation split
the recreational season into
two parts: May 15 to June 15;
then July 3 to Aug 17. The
DEC also increased the size
limit to 21 inches and set a
daily bag limit of two, as
opposed to four last year.

THE HISTORY. Limits were
first set in the 1980s, after
the population appeared to
decline. Rules specified the
number and size of fish that
could be caught, and the
annual recreational and com-
mercial catches were divided
among the Atlantic states
based on historical landings.

THE QUOTA QUARREL. In
recent years New York an-
glers have continued to ex-
ceed the recreational quotas,
triggering ever more drastic
measures to reduce the fluke
catch, such as shortened
seasons. The state has filed a
federal lawsuit seeking an
increase in New York's recre-
ational allocation. State offi-
cials say the allocation is
unfair and based on inaccu-
rate data. Commercial fisher-
men are urging similar action
on their behalf.

THE STATE OF THE FISH.
Summer flounder is rebound-
ing and no longer considered
overfished. But with stocks at
about 75 percent of the re-
building target, harvest limits
remain in place.



