
were hacking open electronics
there and tossing discarded
parts into a nearby lagoon.

Call for voluntary guidelines
The EPA classifies e-waste

from industrial sources as haz-
ardous waste subject to regula-
tion under the Resource Con-
servation and Recovery Act.
But absent a congressional man-
date on used residential elec-
tronics, the agency generally
considers it part of the munici-
pal garbage stream. Hale says
the EPA is working with manu-
facturers and recyclers to set
up voluntary guidelines to
cover such issues as the recycla-
bles’ final resting place.

Nine states have enacted
some form of electronics recy-
cling law. Few go as far as Euro-
pean Union provisions that
oblige manufacturers to recy-
cle the old electronics they
built and phase out toxic mate-
rials in new products.

New York State now re-
quires cell phone companies
to accept used phones at no
charge for reuse, recycling or
environmentally sound dispos-
al. But bills aiming to extend
such “take-back” provisions to
all electronics have failed to
pass the State Legislature.

Some advocates are con-
cerned that the regulatory vac-
uum has fostered a one-way
flow of obsolete electronics to
Asia, Africa and India. Activ-
ists estimate 50 to 80 percent
of the 300,000 to 400,000 tons
collected for recycling each
year in North America ends up
overseas, said Sarah Wester-
velt, e-waste project coordina-
tor for Basel Action Network,
a Seattle group that works to
prevent global trade in hazard-
ous waste.

Companies such as E-Scrap
and Supreme Computer and
Electronics Recycling, the
New Jersey company that han-
dles e-waste for six Long Is-
land towns, say their domestic
operations are safe; Supreme
said it exports scrap only to
reputable overseas outlets.

Most Long Island municipali-
ties assume recyclers dispose
of the material responsibly,
based on such assurances, or
on a firm’s compliance with
general state and federal regu-
lations.

The State of New Jersey
lists Supreme as an approved
dismantler of consumer elec-
tronics. “The extent of our due
diligence was the fact that
they are a New Jersey firm and
what they do there meets fed-
eral and New Jersey require-
ments,” said Brookhaven
waste commissioner John Kow-

alchyk.
Charlie McFadden, the

firm’s vice president of busi-
ness development, said Su-
preme workers dismantle
most used electronics by hand,
then bale the commodities
they find and sell them for
scrap across the world. “In
India right now, they are mak-
ing a lot of batteries, so right
now they chase lead,” McFad-
den said. One customer has a
factory in Brazil where cath-
ode ray tubes get turned into
new flat-screen CRTs, he said.

But even companies that in-
tend to recycle ethically face
constraints once electronic
waste leaves the United States,
said e-cycling veteran Ed
Campbell.

Campbell worked at Per
Scholas, a Bronx nonprofit
that refurbished old comput-
ers for low-income children
and families, then spent four
years in marketing at Supreme
before leaving last year.

“Supreme went through a
lot of hoops and spent . . . hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars
on permitting and putting sys-
tems in place,” Campbell said.
“The reality is, what does that
really mean? . . . We didn’t
have the ability to send em-
ployees over to audit compa-
nies in China.”

Protecting “every country”
Having consistent domestic

electronic recycling standards
would “protect not just our
workers and our citizens, but
those in every country,” West-
ervelt said. She said the lack of
federal laws has resulted in a
patchwork of local responses.

On Long Island, most towns
collect used electronics at
events for household hazard-
ous waste at which residents
bring paint cans and motor oil.
Some park a Dumpster at the
town transfer station; Smith-
town offers curbside comput-
er pickup.

Assemb. William Colton (D-
Brooklyn), who sponsored the
state cell phone bill, said he
would prefer to see a federal
solution to the dilemma. In the
meantime, he and Assemb.
Robert Sweeney (D-Linden-
hurst), who chairs the Assem-
bly’s environment committee,
plan to reintroduce a version
of his failed e-cycling legisla-
tion.

“We have spoken with the
governor’s office, and they are
interested in doing something
on it,” Colton said. “There has
to be some sharing by the man-
ufacturers and the retailers
who have a role to play in this.
Otherwise, when the televi-
sion breaks, people just throw
them out and buy a new one.”
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BY PATRICK WHITTLE
patrick.whittle@newsday.com

Loretta Mae Keane, a Free-
port resident who entertained
hundreds of Depression-era
workers with her singing and
vaudeville routines, has died.
She was 95.

Keane grew up in Brooklyn
and worked for the New York
Edison Co. and New York
Telephone Co. in the 1930s,
but her co-workers remem-
bered her for her performanc-
es on the stage after hours,
said her son, Edward A. Keane
of upstate Highland Mills.

In those days, with many
workers unable to afford the
cost of a night on the town,
companies would host variety
shows for their employees at
Brooklyn venues such as the
Fox Theater and the Brooklyn
Paramount. Keane, who had
many years of singing in

church behind her, became a
natural performer in her 20s,
her son said.

Keane passed her love of
singing — and of making peo-
ple smile — down to her chil-

dren, her son said.
“She would just go up there

and sing her heart out.
There’s a little bit of ham in
all of us, and it’s because of
her,” he said.

Keane moved to Freeport in
the late 1970s and continued
performing with church
groups later in life, her son
said.

She died Tuesday in Park Av-
enue Extended Care Center in
Long Beach and was buried Sat-
urday in Calvary Cemetery in
Woodside, Queens, after a
Mass of Catholic Burial in the
Church of Our Holy Redeemer
in Freeport.

Keane was predeceased by
her husband, Edward J.
Keane. In addition to her son,
she is survived by daughter
Judy LaMacchia of Wantagh,
brother Warren Bodine of
Selden and several grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren.

BY RHODA AMON
rhoda.amon@newsday.com

Robert Sunley, a social work-
er and author who introduced
family advocacy and early
childhood development pro-
grams to Long Island that were
adopted nationwide, has died.
He was 90.

The Port Washington resi-
dent died Jan. 3 in North Shore
University Hospital in Manhas-
set from an aneurysm, his
daughter said.

Sunley devoted much of his
work to helping children in
lower-income families get a bet-
ter start. He helped develop the
Parent-Child Home Program,
which aids 6,500 families
across the country, said Salva-
tore Ambrosino, retired execu-
tive director of the former Fam-
ily Service Association of Nas-
sau County, where Sunley was
associate director for 20 years.

Sunley worked with Phyllis
Levenstein, who founded the
first program in Freeport in the
1960s. Staffers visited disadvan-
taged families and helped par-
ents read to and play with their
2- and 3-year-olds. Surveys
show that 84 percent of chil-
dren who complete the two-
year program graduate from
high school, compared with
graduation rates as low as 41
percent in disadvantaged areas,
Ambrosino said.

Sunley also played a vital role
in developing a family advocacy
program, and his article “Family
Advocacy: From Case to Cause”
became the main text for estab-
lishing similar programs around
the country. It encourages social
workers to help their clients deal
with other agencies and the
school system.

“In the ’60s, when there were
few volunteers in social work,
Bob organized and trained 150
volunteers to work with chil-
dren. He was very creative and
an absolute delight to work
with,” Ambrosino said.

Sunley retired from the agen-
cy in 1983, which later merged
with Children’s House to form
the Family and Children’s Asso-
ciation. He continued writing,
publishing two books, “Advo-
cating Today” and “Serving the
Unemployed,” in the 1980s.
“Righting Wrongs: Advocacy
Principles, Methods and Prac-
tice,” is being published by
Trafford Publishing.

Active for 40 years in the
Unitarian Universalist Congre-
gation at Shelter Rock in Man-
hasset, Sunley was just begin-
ning his third volume of church
history, said his daughter Chris-
tina Sunley of Oakland, Calif.

“He was our archivist and we
appreciated his wisdom and
knowledge of our history,” said

pastor Rev. Paul Johnson.
A past president of the con-

gregation and board chairman
of its philanthropic arm, Sunley
encouraged the congregation
to acquire the wooded estate it
now occupies, his daughter
said.

“He was an extremely devot-
ed, loving and patient father
who encouraged his daughters
in creative pursuits throughout
our lives,” Christina Sunley
said. One daughter, Madeline
Sunley of Manhattan, is a paint-
er, while Christina’s first novel
will be published in 2009.

Born in Detroit in 1917, Sun-
ley grew up in Oak Park, Ill.,
and attended Oberlin College
and Black Mountain College in
North Carolina, where he stud-
ied literature, writing and
music. A World War II veteran,
he served as an Army intelli-
gence officer and studied Japa-
nese at the University of Michi-
gan. Before becoming a social
worker, he was an editor at
Prentice-Hall, ran a small pub-
lishing firm and co-edited a
monthly journal of art reviews.

Returning to college in his
30s, he got a bachelor’s degree
from the New School for Social
Research in 1951 and a master’s
from the Adelphi University
School of Social Work in 1953.
He worked at several psychiat-
ric clinics before joining the
Family Service Association.

He married the former Edith
Bjornson in 1949 but later di-
vorced. Beside two daughters,
he is survived by his companion
of 20 years, Elizabeth Pollet.

He was cremated. A memori-
al service will be held Feb. 10 at
1:30 p.m. at the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Congregation at Shel-
ter Rock.

OBITUARIES
Not as simple
as using the
recycle bin

LONG ISLAND

L. Keane, ex-vaudevillian

Loretta Mae Keane was a
Depression-era performer

LONG ISLAND

Social worker Robert Sunley

Family advocate Robert
Sunley of Port Washington
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