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reen stripes mark
off a stretch of parking lot at the New
York Institute of
Technology’s Old
Westbury campus where researchers have built a filling
station without pumps, nozzles
or gasoline.
It’s a solar carport, topped
by photovoltaic panels that
over the course of a year can
produce an average of 33
kilowatt hours of electricity
per day. Each parking spot is
engineered to supply a plug-in
hybrid electric vehicle with
enough juice for a daily
20-mile commute.
On overcast days, when solar

power is low, the carport can
tap into the Long Island Power
Authority’s electric supply. It
also can feed excess solar energy it generates back into the
grid.
Built with the help of grants
from LIPA and the federal
Department of Energy, NYIT’s
solar carport and another at the
school’s Central Islip campus
are the first of their kind on
Long Island. Researchers are
using them to test whether the
technology will work here and
to analyze its potential impact
on the local electric grid.
“We need to understand what
our local energy resource is,”
said Daniel Rapka, an instructor
at the school’s department of
mechanical engineering.
That resource — the sun —
is more plentiful here than
you might think, said David
Schieren, an NYIT graduate
and chief executive of Empow-
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‘Filling up’
at a solar
station

er, an Island Park clean-energy
firm that built the solar carports. “We have about 82
percent of the solar energy of
California,” he said, citing
federal energy statistics.
This fall, selected NYIT
students have been using that
energy to power their commutes. Participants in the
study’s drive-share program
swap their cars for one of two
specially converted Toyota
Prius hybrids that they can
charge at the on-campus carports or plug in to a standard
outlet at home, using a heavy-

Daniel Rapka, left, of the
New York Institute of
Technology and EmPower
CEO David Schieren show off
the new solar-powered carport
at NYIT’s Old Westbury
campus. Hybrid electric vehicles
plug in to recharge, right.

duty extension cord. The
study will expand this month
to include faculty and more
commute patterns, Rapka said.
Solar panels above the parking spots capture energy that is

sent down to a central control
box for conversion from direct
current to alternating current.
The electricity is dispensed
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You can see
The turkey is back. The state
has scheduled its first wild
turkey hunt on Long Island for
the five days before Thanksgiving. Once as common as ducks
here before the 19th century,
turkeys all but disappeared for
decades. They’ve resurged,
thanks to a state-managed reintroduction about 20 years ago,
to about 3,000. You can see
turkeys (don camo, stay quiet)
in the state’s “natural resources
management areas” such as at
Rocky Point, and in woods in

the Pine Barrens and on Shelter
Island. The adult “tom” may
reach 4 feet tall and weigh 20 or
more pounds, the “hen” about as
tall but only about 10 pounds.
The turkey can be a blur — they
can run 25 mph and fly 55 mph.
Stationary, its feathered body
reveals a startling range of
colors — chestnut brown, black,
bronze, red, green, gold. The
overall blend throws off an
iridescence. Tom turkeys
“gobble” to announce their
presence among hens. Turkeys
also cluck, cackle and purr.
— JOE HABERSTROH

Out and about
ON OYSTER POND. 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Montauk area. A
3-mile hike through woods and
fields to Oyster Pond; free. Meet
at Third House in Theodore
Roosevelt County Park, east of
downtown Montauk. Leader is
Ed Porco, 631-668-2093.
AUTUMN AMBLE. 11 a.m. Nov.
15, East Norwich. Covers woodland trails, meadows, upland
woods and wetlands; $5. Begins at the Bill Paterson Nature Center on the preserve.
Muttontown Preserve is on

Muttontown Lane, south of
Route 25A, in East Norwich.
Preregistration required,
516-571-8500.
SEE JAYNE, WALK. 10 a.m.
Nov. 21 in West Hills County
Park, Huntington. Hiking to
Jayne’s Hill, Long Island’s
highest point, at about 400
feet. Join naturalist Tom Vitti;
free. Preregistration required,
631-581-6908.
BUFFLEHEADS. 10 a.m. Nov. 22
at the environmental center in
Islip. A sneak peak at some of
favorite overwintering waterfowl: scaup, buffleheads, mer-

gansers and more; free. Spotting scope available to get a
closer look. Bring binoculars
or use the center’s. Sponsored
by the Seatuck Environmental
Center; free. Preregistration
required, 631-581-6908.
THE END. 10 a.m. Nov. 28, Montauk area. An 11-mile hike at a
moderate pace. Trails through
forest, with bay views; free.
Bring water and snacks. Meet at
Montauk recycling center,
1 mile east of the Hither Hills
Overlook on Route 27. Leader is
Judy Kossover, 631-267-6747.
— LAURA MANN
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Emily F. Franchina
Attorney

Rick Bange of
Levittown was named
2009 Cause Champion by Long Island
Way for “supporting
Long Island’s nonprofit and business communities.” Bange, a
reverse mortgage consultant for Wells
Fargo Home Mortgage, said the company
is donating $300 to the Arthritis Foundation for each closed mortgage transaction
under its Sharing Advantage program. He
is a member of National Reverse Mortgage Lenders Association, Financial Planning Association of LI and Senior Umbrella Network of Nassau County.

Emily F. Franchina of Huntington
received the Juliette
Low Award of Distinction from the
Girl Scouts of Nassau County for her “positive influence
and contributions to Long Island.”
Franchina is an attorney for Garden
City-based firm Franchina & Giordano
and is president of the Nassau County
Bar Association. She has lectured for
the National Business Institute and
served on the Girl Scouts of Nassau
County’s annual luncheon committee
since 2006.

Magery Satish
Psychiatric director

Robert Stapleton
Pub owner

Dr. Magery Satish
of Setauket was
honored last month
at East End Disability
Associates’ Annual
Day of Awareness
Conference for providing “exceptional
services to children and adults with
developmental disabilities.” He is the
director of psychiatric service for OptiHealthcare Diagnostic and Treatment
Centers in Smithtown and Riverhead, a
division of Developmental Disabilities
Institute, and was medical director of the
Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities’ Long Island office.

Robert Stapleton,
owner of the Napper
Tandy’s Irish pubs in
Miller Place, Northport and Smithtown,
is being honored by
the Marcie Mazzola Foundation for his
support of its mission to better the lives
of abused and at-risk children. Stapleton,
a native of Ireland, helped raise more
than $17,000 through a fundraiser at
Napper Tandy’s Irish Pub in Smithtown
on the first anniversary of Mazzola’s
death in 2003 in a car crash. He will be
honored at the foundation’s Butterfly
Auction & Dinner on Thursday.
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through retractable power cords that
plug into sockets at the rear of the plugin hybrids.
Drivers enter a vehicle ID code and
odometer readings on a keypad mounted on the control box so researchers
can track how much juice the vehicles
use during various driving scenarios.
The study will also track when the
carports take electricity from the grid
as well as when and how much solar
energy they funnel back into LIPA’s
transmission lines.
LIPA and the Electric Power Research
Institute, a nonprofit based in Palo Alto,
Calif., that studies electric power, are
partners in the $250,000 study. The
carports qualified for a $90,000 solar
rebate from the utility, which also contributed $45,000 for monitoring and data
collection and analysis.
The project is an effort to incorporate renewable energy into a future
where gas-fueled cars will likely share

the road with electric models.
Eventually, Schieren said, such vehicles could “completely transform the
transportation sector from petroleumbased to one powered by electricity.”
That’s a plus for those concerned
about climate change.
The federal Environmental Protection
Agency estimates that transportation
accounts for about 29 percent of total
U.S. greenhouse gas emissions. Plug-in
hybrid electric vehicles can significantly
reduce those emissions — even if they
replace only a small proportion of the
U.S. automobile fleet, according to a
recent joint study by EPRI and the Natural Resources Defense Council.
Electric vehicles don’t guzzle gas,
but they still rely indirectly on fossil
fuels. Most of the electricity they use
comes from power plants that run on
coal, oil or natural gas.
“What we’re doing is shifting a load
on to the utility grid,” Schieren said.
“Many utilities see it as an opportunity, but they have to plan for it.”

